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shall be fit to chant the mantra1 of swaraj only if we treat Antyajas
as our own brothers even though they may be unclean or eat
carrion or drink, 'even if in fact, they have in them all the defects
to be found in the world.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 25-9-1921

88.   MARTIAL LAW

SERVED WITH A NOTICE

I received a letter from the Madras Government the day I
reached Madras, It said:2

I have not sent any reply to this letter. What reply can I
give? I should like to give only one : "I have read your letter.
I cannot but go. You may do what you choose."

But how can I give such a reply? I have myself suspended
civil disobedience and have asked others to do the same. In an
atmosphere in which people do not know the difference between
civil disobedience and criminal disobedience, how can a man in my
position resort to civil disobedience all of a sudden ? With these
considerations in mind, I gave up the idea of sending a reply. I
have in this way let slip an opportunity for winning swaraj which
had presented itself to me, hoping that, in the months still left,
people will grasp the full significance of civil disobedience and we
shall be able to employ it without any fear and so win swaraj
for all

I am writing this article from Trichinopoly.3 Here, I have been
served with one more order, from Pudukkottai State. It is signed
by some English official of the State. I had to pass through the
territory of that State on my way to Chettinad. Fearing that
even my passing through the State might have some influence on
its subjects, the officer writes : "His Highness has come to know
that you intend to pass through his territory. If you attempt to
do so, the guards at the border will turn you back." I have
sent a reply to this. "Received your letter. I certainly intended to
pass through your territory but, in view of your letter, I shall
take another route to Chettinad."

1 Sacred rhyme
2 For text, vide "Notes", 22-9-1921 under the sub-title "Proof".
3Gandhiji was at Trichinopoly on September 19, 1921.